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Making a song and dance of it

South Africa has an exciting and entirely original
Arts landscape. And every year the world
recognises the quality of South Africa’s actors,

filmmakers, singers and designers.

You may remember this unique group from
their ‘80's album ‘Graceland’ a collaboration
with Paul Simon. This year Ladysmith Black
Mambazo brought home their third Grammy
Award for their album ILembe; Honouring
Shaka Zulu. To date they have received 13

Grammy Nominations.

Filmmaker John Barker’s latest script ‘Umbrella
Men' has won him a place in the influential
L'Atelier de Cinefondation Programme of the
2009 Cannes Film Festival. This programme
accepts only 15 young filmmakers from around
the world and provides both financial and
mentoring help to assist them in making a script

a full-colour reality.

Whilein the stills department, Mikhael Subotzky
has been awarded the 2009 Lou Stoumen Prize
for photography bythe Museum of Photographic
Arts in California, USA. This prestigious award is
a rare honour granted only every three or four
years. This award is a tribute to the 27 year old’s
photo-documentary on South African prisons,

Die Vier Hoeke (The Four Corners).

Inspiring random acts of kindness

As your mom might say ‘there is nothing funny
about good old fashioned values'. So the country's
funniest comics accompanied by film crews took
to the streets of Joburg in an effort to instil good
values in the South African public. The funny
men then performed random acts of kindness
for an unsuspecting public. One of them even
impersonated a petrol attendant and filled up a
motorists car for free. The idea seems to have caught

on, three ordinary citizens took it upon themselves

to cook dinner for their local police force.

Business is a fashion statement
South Africa says it out loud.. we're fashionable

and we're proud.

With the arrival of the Confederations Cup this year
and the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ next year South Africa
is the perfect venue to showcase African Fashion.
And African Fashion International (AFl) is planning

to do just that with its first African Fashion Week.

Models will stroll down the catwalks at the Sandton
Convention Centre from 2 to 9 June; the event will

end with the African Fashion Awards.

This event is yet another showcase organised by
AFl, who run the continent’s most influential fashion
weeks. Spearheaded by respected businesswoman

and Chairperson, Dr Precious Moloi-Motsepe.

AFl was created to facilitate business success
for African designers. Building on the success of
brands like Stoned Cherrie and Sun Goddess, the
fashion weeks provide an affordable platform for
designers to showcase their creations. In addition
the company runs workshops aimed at skills
transfer. Recently AFl arranged a gathering of
the top business minds in the field of design and
manufacturing to help chart a course through the

current tough economic climate.

With growing international interest in all things
stylishly African and the continued growth of the
African fashion industry you can expect to see
African designs being paraded down the catwalks of

New York, London and Paris.

Although if you are visiting South Africa you
can just pop down to the nearest mall and find
something more elegant than a T-shirt to take

back home with you.



Sports fans make great hosts

Introduce yourself to a South African and start speaking sports - you're almost certain to get
a positive response. Whether it is participating or shouting encouragement from the stands,

South Africans are mad about sport.

Soitis no surprise that the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ joins an impressive list of previously hosted
sports tournaments. Since South Africa’s knuckle chewing win, on home turf, of the 1995
Rugby World Cup international sporting bodies have come to trust SA’s infrastructure and

enthusiastic fans.

From football, swimming, cricket and golf to cycling races this country has both hosted existing

international events and created home grown attractions.

International events

* 1995 Rugby World Cup

* 1996 African Cup of Nations

* 1996 World Cup of Golf

* 1998 World Cup of Athletics

* 2003 Cricket World Cup

2003 President's Cup

2003-2008 Fina Swimming World Cup
2005-2008 Women's World Cup of Golf
2006-2008 A1 Grand Prix Durban

2006 Paralympic Swimming World Champs
2007 World Twenty20 Championships
2009 IPL Cricket and British Lions Tour
2009 FIFA Confederations Cup

2010 FIFA World Cup preliminary draw
Red Bull Big Wave Africa

* Six-star rated surfing events

With Wanderers and Centurion, Cricket
South Africa can provide two world-class venues

in what is effectively one location.
ICC President David Morgan.

Anywhere else just isn't cricket

In 2009 South Africa hosts two prestigious cricketing events, The Indian Premier League (IPL) and
The Champions Trophy. The Indian Premier League clashed with the Indian Elections and the local
government had security concerns. While competition to host the event was fierce South Africa was
chosen over England, despite South Africa going to the polls at the same time. No doubt South Africa’s
legendary weather played a role, as did the availability of suitable stadiums. In addition South Africa
offers better value for money and government support meant that the visa issuing process was sped up

so all participants and spectators could be here at relatively short notice.

The Champions Trophy sees the world's top 12 countries take to the pitch in a 50-overs-a-side competition,
itis in effect a mini world cup. South Africa’s 2007 success in hosting the first World Twenty20 in 2007 was

a motivating factor. So too were the legendary Centurion and Wanderers cricket grounds.

Home grown sporting sensations

The annual Nedbank Golf Challenge at Sun City in North West province, always attracts a world-class
field, and for good reason. The golfers are all eager for their share of over $ 4 million in prize money.
Even coming last can be a rewarding experience, in 1996 Colin Montgomerie walked away with $200
000 when he finished at the bottom of the field.

Another crowd pleaser is the Cape Argus Pick 'n Pay Cycle Tour. As part of the International Cycling
Union's prestigious Golden Bike Series, it is one of only nine races in the world to receive this honour.
And as the final leg of the Giro del Capo it attracts a number of professional riders. Over the years
famous entrants include former Tour de France winners Miguel Indurain, Jan Ullrich and Greg Lemond.

It also has the added attraction of taking place in one of the planet’s most scenic regions.

The world's toughest and most famous ultra-marathon, The Comrades draws athletes from around the
world. In 2000 the marathon celebrated its 75th anniversary with a record 23 961 entrants ready and
willing to test their endurance. While the world's top ultra-marathon athletes compete in this event, a

South African Bruce Fordyce remains a Comrades legend, he won nine times between 1981 and 1990.



Rise to it

www.southafrica.info
www.mediaclubsouthafrica.com
www.airports.co.za
www.gautrain.co.za
www.africanfashionint.com
www.oneandonlyresorts.com
www.dimensiondata.com
www.neotel.co.za
www.africanromance.com
www.letsselllobster.com
www.africanleadershipacademy.org
Wines of South Africa - www.wosa.co.za
www.goodman-gallery.com
www.capetownfilmstudios.co.za
www.khulisaservices.co.za
WWww.epap.co.za

The Soul Foundation - www.myggsa.co.za
www.coega.co.za

WWWw.jse.co.za

www.weforum.org
www.doingbusiness.org

Reuters

AFP

The Guardian

The Argus

Wall Street Journal

BUA News



33

Now you have all the facts and
figures to inspire greatness.
Visit, invest, live in South Africa
and write your own chapter.
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SOUTH AFRICA IS A PIECE OF PROGRESS THAT
MANY OF US NEVER THOUGHT WE'D SEE IN OUR LIFETIME

Paul Wolfowitz
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www.southafrica.info



