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CEO INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COUNCIL (IMC)

Yvonne Johnston is the Chief Executive Officer of the International Marketing Council of South Africa (IMC),
an organization which aims to create a positive, united image for South Africa to give the country
a strategic advantage in an increasingly competitive marketplace. This it does through the promotion
of Brand South Africa. Its mission - to articulate a brand for South Africa, which positions the country
in order to attract tourism, trade and investment, as well as realise international relations objectives;
to establish an integrated approach within government and the private sector towards the international
marketing of South Africa and to build national support for Brand South Africa.

Pivotal to the success of the work of the IMC is the realisation of its mission as this will help the
country deal with its socio-economic issues.

The IMC has been in existence since 2000 and in her six years at the helm of the organisation,
Yvonne is credited with raising the profile of Brand South Africa to the point where it was voted
amongst the Top 5 Hot Brands for 2004 by Intelligence Total Business (formerly Business 2.0), an
authoritative publication which offers information on next generation business trends, processes and
insights.

Another highlight was being selected as one of five finalists for the 2005 Business Woman of the
Year. She is a widely respected as a leading communications strategist and has played a major role
in the training and teaching of strategic media skills in the ad industry and is a much sought-after
public speaker locally and abroad on Brands, as well as the current mood of our nation.

Previously, she has worked in the Advertising and Marketing industry in a career spanning over 20
years as a Media Director of leading ad agencies.

For 5 years she was Group Media Director of Ogilvy and Mather. This was followed by a stint in
marketing, including running her own marketing consultancy, Refreshing Marketing, specialising in
experiential marketing and Marketing to Women.

She currently sits on the boards of SA Tourism, The African Hall of Fame, The International Woman’s
Federation of SA and The Valued Citizens.





